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COEEESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STEAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 357.) 

London Nov'. 15. 1770. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote to you last "Wednesday, to which I refer. 

As I find the Packett is not yet sailed I just drop you a 
few Lines, to inclose you the King's Speech and Lords Ad- 
dress, and to tell you that I was in the House of Commons 
last Tuesday, and heard the Debates upon this Speech. — 
The Address was moved for by Lord Greville and seconded 
by M r Rice. Those who spoke in Opposition were 

1. Sir "William Meredith, who objected to that part of the 
Address, which applauds His Majesty for resolving to con- 
tinue his Preparations, and promises to enable him to de- 
fray the Expence thereof, as it had the same Effect with 
giving him a Vote of unlimited credit ; that he was glad the 
Americans had renewed their Commerce with the Mother 
Country, but thought the Ministry had little Merit on that 
Account ; that he should ever be as zealous for their Rights 
as his own, and a good deal more in favour of the Colonies. 

2. Colonel Barre, who found much fault with the Name 
of the Governor of Buenos Ayres being made use of in the 
Speech as the Mighty Potentate with whom the King of 
Great Britain had reason to be offended ; that it looked as 
if we meant to put an Excuse in the Mouth of the Spanish 
Court; that we ought to have begun our Preparations 
earlier, from the first of May last, when the Ministry knew 
the Affront had been given ; and that for his Part, however 
People might flatter themselves that this Dispute would 
end in an Accommodation, he smelt War. — "With a good deal 
more, in his usual virulent Way, against the Operations of 
the present Ministry, bewailing Lord Granby; extolling 
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the Conduct of Lord Chatham during the last War, & la- 
menting the Loss of M r Grenville whose Abilities might 
have been of great Use to this time in finding Resources for 
the great Expenses we should now have occasion for. 

3. M r Burke, who made a long intricate Speech, much 
to the same purpose with Col. Barre's ; adding, that whilst 
we made a Cry of War, we actually were negotiating for 
Peace under the Mediation of France. 

4. M r Dowdeswell, who made a short Speech, but said 
nothing particular, or very pointed. — Spoke of the Middle- 
sex Election, and that he should make some Motions, during 
the course of the Session, in favour of the Subject, &c. 

On the part of the Ministry, Lord Barrington answered 
some Charges particularly levelled at him. After which 
Lord North spoke to every thing that had come from the 
other side ; said, among other Particulars, that had we be- 
gun to arm in May, the French and Spaniards would have 
done the same, and of course would have been in propor- 
tionable Forwardness with ourselves at this time ; that the 
Winter Season was the best time for manning our Fleet, 
when our Trading Ships were homeward bound; that he 
hoped we were before them, in that respect, now; and that 
we were not negociating through the Mediation of France, 
as had been asserted, for that Great Britain could adjust its 
own Quarrels, and stood in need of no Mediator whatever. 
He concluded, that as no Person had proposed any Alter- 
ation or Addition to the Address, he should move to put 
the Question upon it, which was done, and it past without a 
Division. 

In the House of Lords, there was only a short Debate, I 
hear; tho' the Marquis of Rockingham and the Duke of 
Richmond both spoke for some time; but I do not find 
they offered any thing new. 

George Grenville died that very Morning. It is not yet 
clear what Turn Affairs will take. From all I can learn, 
tho' it is very possible this Misunderstanding may end in 
War during the Course of next Summer, yet I still think 
it more probable that it will terminate peaceably, for the 
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Reasons formerly given. — The better we are prepared for 
"War, however, the more likely are we to secure Peace. I 
am, as ever Dear Davie 

Most affectionately Yours 

"Will: Strahan. 

London December 8 1770. 
Dear Davie 

I have this Moment received yours of Oct' 20 via" Bristol, 
by Cap' Forlin, inclosing a bill on Mess 1 * 8 Meyrick and 
Porter for £330. and yesterday I received from Mess™ Parr 
and Bulkeley another Bill on your Ace* for £330, but as 
the Gentleman on whom it is drawn lives at Hackney, I 
cannot yet tell whether it is accepted. So that I must defer 
till next Packett (the Letters for this being certainly to be 
forwarded to night) acquainting you of both being duly 
accepted, which I have no doubt will be the case. 

I wrote to you by the last Packett twice, Nbv r 7 th and 15 th 
in the first of which I acknowledged the Receit of yours of 
Sep r 15 lh by Feares ; but the other you mention of Sep 1 29 th 
by the London Packett, Cook, hath not yet come to hand. 
I suppose there was nothing particular in it, or perhaps it 
was only a Duplicate of the former. 

I am very sorry to find you and your Family were so 
much indisposed when you wrote last. I hope to have 
better Accounts in your next. Poor M rs Hall hath suffered 
much for Years past; but I think I never heard you com- 
plain of want of Health before. I shall be glad to hear you 
are all restored again. Be particular on this head ; and if 
you do not get quite well before Spring, what think you of 
a Trip to your Native Air ? — If this is thought necessary for 
your Health, no Business, however urgent, should stand in 
the way. 

In Politicks nothing new. — As I have now the Liberty of 
the House of Commons ex-officio, I have been present at all 
the Principal Debates this Session, viz. Nov* 22 d on the 
Motion for laying before the House the Spanish Papers — 
27 th On the Motion for enquiring into the Power of the 
Attorney General.— 29 th On the Voting 40,000 Seamen for 
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the ensuing Year ; — and Dec r 6 On the Motion for an En- 
quiry into the Conduct of the Courts of Law in Criminal 
Prosecutions — In all which there were many Speeches de- 
livered which were not worth remembering, and many you 
will find tolerably justly given in the Papers. — In every 
Question the Ministry carried it against the Opposition by 
above two to one. And indeed all the Questions, as man- 
aged by the latter, were frivolous and absurd ; calculated 
solely to tease and perplex the Administration, without 
having the least Tendency to the Publick Emolument, and 
very improperly consuming that Time, which ought to be 
employed in the real Business of the Nation. 

I am sorry Charles the V th is printing with you, as the 
Copy Money, which was no less than £4000, has not yet 
been repaid from the Sale. However, I am determined 
to print it in 8™ next Summer, in the 4 Six Shilling Vol- 
umes, which I hope few People will grudge to pay for a 
Copy of it ; and I will take care that it be done elegantly 
and Correctly. I shall write again by next Packett. Mean 
while I wish you many happy Returns of the approaching 
Season, and lasting Health (the best of all earthly Blessings) 
to you and yours. I had almost forgot to tell you that I 
am still of Opinion our Dispute with Spain will terminate 
amicably, tho' many People here think otherwise. But I 
think I speak upon pretty sure Foundations. All my 
Family are pure well just now, and join in kind remem- 
brance and best respects to you and M re Hall. I am always 
Dear Davie 

Most cordially and affectionately Yours 

"Will: Strahan. 

I shall send you a Barrel of Weak Ink by next Ship, as 
you desire. 

To M r David Hall 

Philadelphia. 

By the Packett. 

You will be surprized to read in the papers the Commit- 
ment to the Tower of our L d Mayor and one of the Alder- 
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men. The Particulars I need not repeat to you. The 
Newspapers are full of them. I shall only observe that this 
is I hope the last Effort of an expiring but desperate Fac- 
tion, to embroil this Country, and persuade a generous, a 
loyal, and a happy People, that they have any Evil to appre- 
hend from the Servants of the best of Sovereigns. — The 
whole Mischief is the Operation of a Sett of Men in every 
Point of View contemptible. The Common Council of 
London, who make so great a Figure in this Bustle, may 
be thought by People at a Distance to be Men of some real 
Consideration. Far otherwise. They are almost to a Man 
low and inconsiderable, and suffer themselves to be pushed 
on to such Extravagant Lengths by a few Incendiaries who 
have now for a great while led them by the Nose. As for 
the Mayor, he is not much better than the lowest of them ; 
and yet, strange to tell ! these what shall I call them set 
their faces against the whole Legislature ; but I hope and 
believe the House of Commons, whom they have so grossly 
insulted, will proceed against them with becoming Vigour. 
The Dispute is now brought to such a Situation that it must 
be decided in some Shape or another. Never was an excel- 
lent, and every way unexceptionable Prince so grossly and 
undeservedly insulted. His only Fault is bearing so much 
without resenting it. But he knows full well that his 
People in general are innocent, and that the few who are 
at present misguided must soon see through the Arts of 
their Leaders, and return to their Duty. It is impossible, I 
should imagine, to convince you that every inflammatory 
Paragraph, and every bold and daring Essay which you 
have seen in our Papers for Years past, are the Manufac- 
ture of Wilkes and his Adherents alone, and Nine in Ten 
of them are actually paid for before they are inserted. 
Even the Mobs are assembled by printed Bills handed 
about the Streets, and some of the most daring and active 
hired to insult their Betters at so much a Day. This I 
believe will be brought home to "Wilkes himself, of which 
you will hear more by next Packett, for the Commons be- 
fore they adjourned appointed a Committee of their Number 
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to sit during their Recess to enquire into the Causes of the 
late Riots ; and it is already said they have made some Dis- 
coveries of this kind. — Lord North still continues to con- 
duct himself with Integrity, Ability and Firmness. He is 
not to be shaken by the Blast of popular Clamour against 
him, when he is conscious he hath done nothing to merit 
such treatment ; nor will he, I venture to assure you, by a 
timid and ill-timed Resignation, leave his Master a Prey to 
the most virulent, unruly, profligate, and unprovoked Fac- 
tion that ever disgraced this Country. You may possibly 
think I write too warmly and too positively; but depend on 
it, I know perfectly well what I am saying. I know the 
Futility of the Opposition in general, and of their open and 
secret Abettors ; and as I have every Reason to think the 
Commons (who are now particularly attacked) as well as 
the Ministry will proceed with equal Spirit and Firmness, 
you will soon see all this Pother vanish into Smoke, to the 
utter Confusion of those, great and small, who have all 
along fomented it. 

Our best Respects to your honest Wife, — I hope she is 
gradually recovering her Spirits. My Wife is better than 
when I wrote last, though far, very far, from well. 

M r Leacock may depend upon a satisfactory Answer to 
his Letter in a few Days. 

With one thing or another I am extremely busy. — One 
Affair which regards your Side of the Water, I shall prob- 
ably be able to tell you something of in my next; or at 
least in a Month or so. Meanwhile I am, with wonted 
Esteem and Affection, 

Dear Davie 
Most heartily and sincerely Tours 

Will: Strahan. 

(Copy — Original by the Packett) 

London, April 4. 1771. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last of Feby 19. 1 am favoured with yours of 

Dec. 24. by Capt. Younge, and Jan* 7 15. by the Packett. 
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What you write for shall be sent in a few Days. I have 
also received M r Joseph Leacock's two Letters of the 16 th 
and 20 th of January, and have already got and paid for his 
Order to M r Green amounting to £29. 9. 0. It makes a 
pretty large Box, but not too large to put into one of your 
Trunks. I shall write M r Leacock fully when I have 
shipped it. At present I have not time to enter into Par- 
ticulars, for with Difficulty I snatch an Hour to write by 
this Packett. — A very little Politics, lest you should think I 
had forgot you. 

You will be surprized, &c. 

London June 8. 1771. 
Deab Davie. 

Having wrote you fully by the Packett only three Days 
ago, I have little to trouble you with now. — Inclosed is the 
Invoice and Bill of Lading mentioned in my last. You 
will observe, that one of the Trunks is filled with Books 
for the Library Company, by an Order I received from D r 
Franklin, who happened to be in the Country when they 
were shipt; so thought it best to send them along with 
yours. It is one of the largest, N" 2. or 3. I forget which. 
On opening it, you will find at Top the three Articles 
mentioned in the Invoice, which when you have taken out, 
you may shut it again, and send it to them. The Trunk 
itself, with their Proportion of Shipping Charges I have put 
to their Invoice. Their Share of Freight you will take of 
them yourself. — Your last Order received the other Day, I 
hope to be able to get ready by some of the Ships that sail 
the last of this, or beginning of next Month. 

In answer to your Brother-in-law M r Leacock's Letters, 
please to inform him, that nothing can be more agreeable 
to me than to be able to do any Act of Kindness to one so 
nearly connected with you, that I am not myself a fit Cor- 
respondent, but have recommended him to one who will do 
his Business properly, who writes by this Conveyance, and 
sends him the Samples of Potash he desires to have, to- 
gether with the Prices of the various Kinds of that Com- 
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modity ; so that I need say no more upon that Head. In- 
closed is M r Greene's Receit for his Goods, which are in 
one of your Trunks. I pray you to present my best Re- 
spects to M r Leacock, and assure him he may with all 
Freedom command me, whenever I can be of the smallest 
Use to him. Most heartily do I wish that his Undertaking 
may prove successful ; — more especially as it is adding one 
Article more to your Exports, which is of public Utility. 

M r Evans of Haddonsfield was to return you a few Books 
on my Account, to the Value of £1:16:6. — Has he done it? 

Nothing else occurs to me that I can now recollect. I 
am to dine today with some of our Great Men, who are in 
the Secret of Affairs. If I learn anything among them, it 
shall be the subject of my next. But I really expect, at 
present, to hear nothing new. Every thing at home and 
abroad is likely to remain in a State of profound Tranquil- 
lity. By a Letter I had yesterday from Berlin, an extract 
of which you will see in tonight's Chronicle, Peace is likely 
to take place between the Turks and Russians. France 
remains in the same, or rather a worse Situation than I 
lately described to you, which ensures the Peace of this 
Part of Europe ; So that the Subjects of the British Em- 
pire have only to attend to the Improvement of their 
Manufactures and Commerce; and quietly, and I hope 
thankfully, to enjoy those Blessings which Providence hath 
so liberally bestowed upon them ; greatly superior to those 
of any other Nation, antient or modern. 

In a former Letter I hinted to you a Scheme I had sug- 
gested for the complete and cordial Union of the Colonies 
with the Mother Country. I will now, with my first 
Leisure, endeavour to put it upon Paper, in order to lay 
before those who have Power to put it in Execution. — If it 
comes to any thing, you shall hear of it again. — I wish to 
be useful, if I could spare a little time to attempt it ; but 
you cannot conceive how my Attention is ingrossed not 
only by my own Business, which is both various and exten- 
sive, but often by that of other people, to many of whom 
it is impossible to refuse a Variety of little Acts of Friend- 
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ship, which consume many of my Hours, and of course 
keeps me in continual Employ. 

M r Wilkins, the Correspondent I recommend to M r 
Leacock, sends the letter inclosed, which you will deliver 
to him. I believe "Wilkins to be a very proper one, and 
one who will use him honestly. 

We all hope to hear more comfortable Accounts of M ra 
Hall, to whom I entreat you will remember us with all 
Affection, and to believe me, with unalterable Esteem and 
Attachment, 

Dear Davie 

Your faithful Friend and Servant 

"Will Stbahan. 

I forgot to mention that the Pamplet about making 
Potash which M r Leacock desired me to send him, is now 
out of print. 

June 14th. 
The vessel stays longer than I expected. However I 
have nothing to add, but that the Duke of Grafton's accept- 
ance of the Privy Seal is at once a Proof that he did not 
resign in disgust, as was given out, and that the present 
Ministry will be permanent. 

(To be continued.) 



